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SY. 
which are particularly mentioned concerning Fery- 
| ſalem, v. 8. He ſet Levites and Prieſts: And the 
chief Eccleſiaſtical Governour there was Amairiah, 
V. iE, "_ | 
The Kz2g himſelf was ſupreme ; and in him all 
the Powers (Military, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical) did 
concenter. So it. was among the Gentiles and 
\1.44ers among the Jews : And there is a Neceſſity it ſhould 
& rather be ſo; for there cannot be two Supremacies.in.one 
Paul,Let.123 Nation (a); Fog 
But the 'Text' and the occaſion confine my Dif: 

- courſe to the Subordipare Civil Magiſtrates, which 
the. King placed in every City : And theſe are cal- 
led Tudots. "þ BE TE 

The Word Fadges is ndt uſed ſo Riiftly in the 
Scriptures, as iri 6ut. Nation : For there it lignifieth 
at large, a Governour; and ſometimes the ſupreme 
Governour. Moſes, in his Time, was undoubted- 
ly ſuch 3 .and S. Stephen, recounting the Hiſtory of 

Him noteth, [Thar the injurious HZ brew ſaid unto 

Moſes, Who made thee a Ruler and a Judge over 

(b)AQts 7-27. #5 (b) ? and in Exodas it is, Who made thee a Prince 

(5):x04, 2.14 £24 © Judge (*) ?. Where Ruler. or /Printe and 

's Fadge are Words of the ſameIimport : and'S. Sre- 

phen vuſeth the ſame Words that rhe LXX da, viz. 

(4) Ex. 2-14+ pyorTa x Sgrbs (4); Nor was the Word 

2% 2 Aragts unknown in this Signification among 
the Geatiles any more than among the Jews. 

' Among the Goon, all the Supreme 'Governours, 
from Moſes and Joſhua to the Kitigs,' Were called 
Fadges; and they had' ſuch a Power as the Di ators 
had among the Romans, and did fach Offices for 

(4 regerar the Jews, as the Heroes (Hercales and Theſeus (a) 
_ and<others) did-for \the Gemiler, vis. delivering 

them from Violence and Oppreſſion, © = 6 

| : . TI nee 


(237 

I need not enquire further into the Form of the 

Jewiſh Government at that Time : Or ſtate how 

tar ic was, in ordinary — with reſpe& 

to the Saxedrim (f): or Theocratical with reſpeCt to 61 N_ 
God (g),: or Monarchical, with reſpe& to the Judg- (2) : 5am. $8. 
es(h):; or, howit was mixed of all theſe. ?Tis ſuf: 7: _ 12,12; 
ficient for my preſent Purpoſe, that by Judges, inf ; 
Scripture, are meant, at large, Civil Magiſtrates : 

That the Supreme Governour is ſometime [4 called ; 

and that the Subordinate are ſo called in the Text ; 

ſothat the meaning of it is this, That King Jeho- 

ſpaphat ſet Civil Magiſtrates in every City, and that 

each City had a Chief, Civil Magiſtrate of its own : 

And that the King charged them to govern righte- 

ouſly in their ſeveral Places. 


In the Words we have, 


I. The Appointment of Civil Magiſtrates in every 

City, by the King. | 

II. The Charge which the Kjng gave unto them con- 
cerning their Offices 1s 8 


I. The Appointment of Civil Magiſtates in every 
City, by the King, Jehaſpaphar ſet judges in the 
ens throughout all the fenced cities of Judah, city 
city. a | 

» We have in the Old Teftament- the Hiſtory of 
the Jewiſh Nation : And that from tbe firlt original 
and fundamental eſtabliſhment rhereof ; -{o that 
we know, not only, what manner the Supreme 
and Subordinate Magiſtrates did fucceed in. after- 
Times, but alſo how they were conſtituted at the 

| beginniog. "rs WR | 


Bs. | And. 
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(4) 
And as for the Subordinate Magiſtates, we find 
that they were at the firſt choſen by Moſes, the Su- 
preme, and that his Choice was approved by God, 
At their coming out of Egypt, Moſes was the only 
Governour, . and Jethro obſerving the intolerable 
Encumbrance, gave him counſel, To provide, out 
of all the people, able men, ſuch as feared God, men 
of truth, hating covetouſneſs, and to place ſuch, 
over them, to be rulers of thouſands, and rulers of 
hundreds, and tulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 
And let them (ſays he) judge the people at all ſea- 
ſons: And it ſhall be, that every great matter they 
ſhall bring unto thee, but every ſmall matter they ſhall 
Judge. So it ſhall be eaffer for thy ſelf, and they 
fhall bear the burden with thee. If thou ſhalt do this, 
and God command thee ſo, then thou ſhalt be able to 
(i) Exod. 18, ©2Aure 3 and all the people ſball go unto their place in 
13,6c.24,0:, Peace (3). . 
This Counſel Moſes followed, chuſing Subordi- 
nate Governours under him; and chuling ſuch 
Men as were fit to be Governours. The Hiſtory of 
* this Moſes recounts in his laft Speech to the People 
(1) Deut. 1.({k) : And the Qualifications of thoſe Men were 
- 9G. much theſamethat 4r5/torle ſays muſt be in Gover- 
| nours. He that is to goyern ({ays the Philoſopher) 


- , muſt have, 1. Love zo the People, whom he #s to 
 (D) drift. Po.,3. Jertne or Honeſty and Juſtice (1). Sufficiency is 
k 5-e#."39. a,neceſlary Qualification in one: who is to govern, 
.;- The ;reaſon. for this-is, becauſe the Adminiſtra- 

Government is a Work of great Difficulty, 

Fattern'to thoſe who are governed. 

Ee Gover- 


govern. 2, Power ſufficient for bis Office. And, 
"and that Sufficiency conlifteth in Wiſdom, Juſtice 

"over, -. "Of 
great Conſequence : And becauſe thoſe who 


(5-2 
private Lives: And therefore —_ he ſo to live, 
that they may be exemplary.” *'T eniſh 
when he came unto the Goyernment, he laid aſide 
. thoſe Liberties that he cook before, and behaved 
himſelf in all things with a ſpecial Severity (>). 
And great Reafon there was why he ſhould do 
ſo; for the People do narrowly obſerve, not only 
the publick Juſtice, bur alſo the common Conver- 
verſation of the Magiſtrate : infomuch that ſmall 


_Governoyrs are” publick Perſons,” and cannot lead” 


ocles did fo, 


(m) Pluterch, . 


Things were objeCted againſt Pompey the Greart.. 


The grave Philoſopher obſerves, That as 4 /irrle 


Wen or Wart in the Face is more troubleſome than far 


reattr Irregularities and Mutilations in other Parts 
of the Body ; ſo ſmall Faults insthe Life of a Magi- 
ſtrate, are accounted great ones, through the Opinion, 
which Mankind have, that Governours are extraords- 


nary Perſons, and ſuch as ought to be free from all 


& 


3 Plutarch,. 
Reip. ger,” 


Error and Fault (n). © +  precept, 


= ” 


® 


&* V , 


wrt an «x; would govern well,: muſt firſt. 
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RT 
*Tis geceſlary that Magiſtrates ſhould be qualifi- 
ed for their Office, . and *cis neceſſary that there 
ſhould bewany ſubordinate Magiſtrates ; for if one 
Man were ſufficient for ſeveral Offices, yet it were 
(p) Arift. Pol. not, ſafe for him to. undertake them (p), but ac- 
(vY Piricrch cording to Pluterch's Similitude (q), as the Hand 
Kelp, ger... . being divided into Fingers, 1s not thereby made 
precepts, the more impotent, but .is a more compleat and ar- 
rificial Inſtrument for the uſe of Man ; fo dividing 
the Parts of Goverament among many is moſt Ad- 
vantagious ſor the Society. So Moſes did here, and 
ſo it has been in all Nations; and what the Nature 
of things did. require, the Law of God does ap- 
("YNumD.11- Drove ; For in the Inſtitution of the Saxedrim (vr), 
' "we find that Moſes choſe Seventy Elders, by the Or- 
der of God ; and God put the Spirit of Government 
upon thoſe whom Moſes had choſen, as he promiſed. 
i © ,;, Thus it. was at the firſt erecting of the Jews 
'* Polity, and the ſame was obſerved afterward ; for 
in the Days of Jehoſbaphar, we ſee. he appointed 
ſubordinate Governours (as Moſes had done at firſt) 
He ſet Fudges in the land, throughout all the fenced 

cities of Judah, city by city. | 


(9) 1Pet. . Agreeably .the Apaſile ſays (5) 5 Sabmis your 


13, 14+ ſelves to every ordinance of man, for the Lord's ſake, 
whether it be tothe Kyng as ſupreme, 'or anto Gover- 
n08rs,. 4s unto them that are ſent by him. Subordi- 

nate, Governours derive their Power from the Su- 
preme, and are accountable to him... Subordinate 


art 8 & Governours are to,obey as well as to govern : And 
PT 


m "they are direQed -in their Goyernment by their 
267 o#?;, ., Obedience... It is an old Sayings That he who 
«1 (p45Y en (8). And Adri- 


Pol. 1. "76 Farle quotes it as a Sayin in his Time, received by 
_ COtnmon and long Conſent. But Sabordinate and 
_ | ES Tem. 


(7) 


Temporary Governovrs have this pecial-Advantage 
for governing well, That they have obeyed before, 
that they muſt obey again, thoſe who are in the 
ſame Places they hold, "and' they do obey, all the 
Time, thoſe who are Supreme.  - | 
Government is necelſary-to Society, and Subordi- 
nation is neceſſary to Government : For as no So- 
ciety can ſubſift withour- Government, ' {ſo no Go- 
vernment can ſubſift without Subordination. And (#) 4ri8. Pe. 
this unavoidable Neceſfity is a publick Benefit ; for Als of - | 
as thoſe who govern take care of the publick Inter: 72-p.134,153 
eſt, ſo it is expedient there ſhould be thoſe to whom g2% &* 3: 
they ſhould give an account (#): And foitis in 6. 'r, 2. nd 
all Subordinate Governours. | | I SAM. 12, 
Thus we ſee, That particular ſubordinate Magi- _ 
ſtrates are neceſſary : That Vertue is a neceſſary 
ualification in Magiſtrates ; That the Law is the 
Rule (x) : And, that the Supreme is the Judge of (x) 5 y.« »6- 
their Adminiſtration. ' Hitherto we have ſeen the &© Pray. 
TT of Subordinate Magiſtrates F by the "3 9” y Aka 
10g. thi. Ae BOW ne omen 
--II, We have the Charge which the King gave 
umo thoſe whom te had appointed Subordinate _ 
,Mapiſtrares; © 5% O44 39 Vt, 03844 09 Uh, 
as w ry, was po by Sap, png Ge eng {a 
And ſo there 1s Power (5), and fo there is Equity - \.-... ... 3 
21) it. | | | [TO BF, 
\- © © But hereinI am to confider;-' -- $6046 
7. The matrey of the * Adnmonition,'whithtiscontai- - 
ned in the Charge or Speech of the- King';\,and that - 
Admonition is ſhort.and Comprehenſive, Take heed. 
mhat ye do, and Take heed, and do it. MLT 1 


- 


(38) | 
2. The Reaſons for.that Admonition, and they 
are TOR: and irreſiſtible, as we ſhall ſee pre- 
{ently.. 8; | = 
= The Matter of the Admonition, which is con- 
tained in the Charge or Speech of the King, and 
that Admonition is ſhort and*comprehenſive. Take 
heed what ye do, and take heed and do it. The par- 
ticulars of their Office are not recited, nor was it 
necefſary.they ſhould be recited, to Men who were 
Kt for their Office. They knew, from the oature 
of their: Office -( which was to Govern) and from 
the matter of the Laws ( according to which they 
were to Govern ). what their Duty was. In ſome 
it was their neceſſary Duty to do right unto all, and 
to help them. #0 right, ' who ſtand 10 need of their 
help. .For this purpoſe they were furniſhed with 
Power, and qualified with Knowledge, and ſup- 

poſed tobe Fuſts NO IR OICE, 
3: wn The general Rule for this Juſtice is given by Me- 
eutiregns; nelaws.in Homer, (z) Determine equally between both 
IMgenre, Parties, and not with partiality. (4) The Law is 
Gy Howl. ſuppoſed to be the Rule of Juſtice, and. Governours - 
'  _ are to execute the Law, .and:to adminiſter Juſtice. 
an be * Therefore. Arifforle ſays, To go unto the Magiſtrate, ic 
veu liyea i?ft0 g0 unto Juſtice. (b) And among ws, ſome of our 
a1 by Magiſtrates are called by the Name of Juſtice. And 
o ArieEt®- Ariſtarle*s reaſon for his ſaying, will give a good 
© Ox H- account, both of the Truth he affirms, and of the 
Gouy —_— Title we uſe, 'For ( ſays he ) « Governour ought to 
panes FP be as a Living' Juſtice... And again Juſtite is Equity, 
0. Arik. as alſo 4 Fudge ..(c) Every Man. has a right to 
th.E.5-C:4- what by Law is his, and the Force of the Commu- - 


(4) M45 or LEP . | | 
o Wegor- nity 1s in the hand ofthe Governours, that. by them 


«mp x15 eyery Mans right-may be ſecured. By the Law 
> CTOFY Magiſtrates. know what they axe to do : By \their 
h of | ; oner 
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Power, they can da:what they ought , -and-by their 


Conſcienge and Honour, they are prevailed with to: 


do right, as. by Law they are bound, and as by 
their Power they are :enabled. KS 51 
No other conſideration whatſoever ought to 
prevail with Magiſtrates, but that of Right ; and 
becauſe many. other things will put in with them, 
they muſt #ake heed what they do, Men are influen- 
ced by others, and by themſelves, and - the Magi- 
ſtrates muſt needs be Mex who are liable to thoſe 
influences. A Man-may be influenced by ofrhers, 
ic. by his Friends, or by bis Enemies, and a Man 
may be influenced by himſelf; i. e. by his Temper, 
and by his Paſſions ( viz. of Love, Deſire, and Joy, 
_ or Hatred, Anger, and Sadneſs.) For the ſame 
. thing, hath not the "ſame: appearance to him who 
Loves, and ro him who Hates ;'\ to him who is Angry, 


and.to him who 3s not Angry... (d) The 'methods' of ,,,,.. 
Allurement, and Terror, are innumerable ; and-the "oy E _ 


ſ{ubtilties of them are unſearchable : and therefore a 
Man. whois to do right, had incedrake heed what he 


does ;.. the repreſentations made'by our Aﬀe&ions 


_ are deceitful, and the infinuations of 'them are'im- 
perceptible : ſo that a Man had* need take heed of 
Himſelf, as well as of others. ''A Magiſtrate is tb 
remember: that he is firialy obſerved, and that 
thoſe whoabſerve him, - are \not under the-influen- 
ces which heis under. * Oo OO 
He thataRtethin a Political CD raft” 1n- 
forra himſelf certainly what's Right, and muſt be 
tenacious of his Purpoſe to do nothing* but what 
is right. He muſt be'free from al Ambition and 
Anger, and muft maintain a fpll * Aﬀuranee of 
Mind 3; and not yield to Enemies, or to Difficulties. 
Te ſhall not reſpet# Perſons in Jus ment, but ye ſhall 


hear 
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hear the ſmall as well as the great, ye ſhall not be 

(ec) Deut. 1. afraid-of the face of man:(e). > 'He' that” faith anto 

ep the wicked, thou. art righteous, 'him fhall: the people 
£4 # 1d 

curſe, nations ſhall abhor him. But to them that re- 

 buke him, ſhall be delight, and a good bleſſing ſhall 

* come upon him. Theſe things alſo belong to the wiſe: 

It is not good to have reſpett of Perſons' in judg- 

Cf) Prov.24. ent (f).-. Te (ball do no A roofed in judg- 

0 


24, 25, 23+ 


This is the Admonition which was given unto 
Subordinate Magiſtrates, by the King. 


2, The 


( 1 ) 

2. The Reaſons for that' Admonition are: ſtrong 
and irreſiſtible: No Man whoconſiders them, can 
be inſenſible. - | 

Magiſtrates muſt take heed what thefido. 

. I, | Becauſe they govern for God, by whom 
rey are entruſted, 'and to whom they are account- 
able. | 


2. Becauſe that God, for whom they govern, is 


preſent with them, and an Obſerver of them in 


their Adminiſtration of Juſtice. 


3. Becauſe that God, who obſerves what their Ad-_ 
miniſtration of Juſtice is, is himſelf moſt Juſt and | 


Righteous. 


Theſe are the Arguments which King Jehoſbephar 
makes uſe of, in. his Speech to Inferior Magiſtrates. 
He might haye aid to.them, . Ye. have received 


your, Power from ae : I will have «n Eje over. yos,.. 


and inform my ſelf certainly! -what,you- do : You 
ſhall find we inflexibly- uſt, to puniſh all who. are 
unjuſt, and eſpecially,* thoſe Magiſtrates. who are 
unjuſt. He might have uſed theſe i Arguments; 
And the matter of them had been true and impor- 
tants, ' But he did ſuggeſt what was .lefs obvious, 
yet, more, confidesable, . viz. That they ated for 
God: That God was preſent with them ; That God 
is Juſt, whole Miniſters of Juſtice they-are. I 
ſhall lay before you the Arguments of King Jeho- 
ſosphat : And the 7 424037 Ya hu 


& 1 1f. Ar- 


oo Ls 
if. Argument is, That Magiſtrates muſt rake 
what they do,” and do right, 'becauke they po- 
yvern for God; from whom they: receive” their 
Power, and to whom they are accountable for the 
Ute of it. I OE | 
Subordinate Mapiſtrates_\'do nor immediately re- 
ceive their Power from God, but from the King, as 
Supreme : And they are not accountable, to God 
only, but to their Superiors. But he was a K/» 
who told them, - Te judge not for men, but for the 
Lord. And Moſes ſaid, The judgment is God's, TJu- 
© ſlice (or doing Right to every Man) is a Divine 
Vertue ; And the Adminiftration of Juſtice (or the 
helping Men to Right, who ſuffer Wrong) is a Divine 
Power. God is the ſupreme and univerſal Gover- 
| nour of the World : And is called, The fadge of 
(b) Gen. 18. #he whole earch (&). - Governours are the Vice-pe- 
25. rents of God, and they have his Name : I have po 
(1) Plal.82.6, ye are Gods (/). And our Saviour argues from 
| thence, that they'are watrantably called Gods, who 
(m) Joh. 10. have received Power from God (#). And S. Part 
3. ſays, There is no power but of God : The powers that 
(s) Rom. 13.1.-be,. are-ordarmed of Goa (n), are placed in that orcer 
they are by God himſelf, 1 7 
- And as they are appointed by God,” ſo they «# 
for him: They judge - the Lord; ' mot for man, 
but for. the' Lord. ' Subordinate Magiſtrates do re- 
preſent the Supreme, ' and' judge for him : But it 
was the Wiſdom and Piety-of a King, to tell them, 
There was more than ſo'in:their Office ; for they 
executed it for Goa, and not for him, z.e. ot /o 
. ch for him, as for God; - The Supremacy and 
the Subordination are both the Appointment of God, 
and «// Governours are God's Miniſters. © ©. 


It - 


4 ( r3 ) 


If therefore it be a good Argument to perſwade 


Subordinate Magiftrates, To take heed what they do, 
-becaule they repreſent the King, and aft for him, it 
is a much ſtronger Argument, that Mapiſtrates re- 
preſent God, and aQt for God. The Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice is God's Work: And thoſe who ad- 
minifter Juſtice, do judge for God. The doing 
Right unto all is what belongs unto God : And the 
Magiſtrates are, in this, the Miniſters of God to «s 


for good (0). (e)Rom.13.4 


There is an Honour put upon all Magiſtrates, by 
the Traſ# which God repoſes in them: And they 
are, by their Charater, obliged to take care of 
Faſtice, which is the Intereſt of God in the World, 


2. Magiſtrates muſt fake heed what they do, be- 
cauſe that God, for whom they govern, is preſet 
with them, and an Obſerver of therh in their Ad- 
miniftration-of Juftice: God ftanderh in the congre- 
gation of the mighty, he judgeth among the Gods (p); 
upon which Conſideration the P/a/mſt exhorts them 
unto Juſtice. - How long will ye judge unjuſtly, and 
m_ the pefont of the wicked ? Defend the poor 
and fatherlefſs ; do juſtice to the afflitfed and neeay, 
deliver the poor and needy, rid them out of the Hand 


of the wicked (4). (4) V. 2 3 4+ 


Heſiod ſays the ſame Truth, and makes uſe'of it 
to the ſame purpoſe ; O ye Kings (ſays he) remem- 
ber juſtice, t, God is preſent among men, and obſerves 
how men tear one another in pieces, by injuſtice, with- 
out regarding God. The moſt high God has three thou- 
ſand divine ſpirits, who walk about the earth con- 
cealed in darkneſs ( the guardians of mankind) 0b- 
erving the ations of men and the Adminiſtrations of 


muſtice. 


(p) Pal, 82.1. - 


Tuſtice 


| (vr) Heſpod. complains unto her Father (r) t 


(44) - 

'  Jeftice (fays the Poet) #s 4 Virgin born of God, 

and had in the greateſt Reverence, by all that abide 

in Heaven ; and whenever ſhe faffers an Injury, ſhe 

| fol tranſlate, with 

ſome accommodation of the -Poet's Senſe, -to the 

Chriſtians Style) upon which he exhorts thoſe who 

(5) lym govern, to do juſtice, becauſe God. ſees all that is 

[1 2:O- done : The Eye of God. ſees, and the Heart of God 
09 TAwds x) -- . | T : 

mem voimg, conſiders all things (5s). © by 

Heſiod. Tt a Subordinate Magiſtrate were to execute 

his-Office in the preſence of the King, he would 

ſurely rake heed what he did, that he. might .do 

riehr, But we are ſure that every Magiſtrate 

executes his Office, in the Preſence of God, who is 

| Lord of Lords and King of Rings. Zews & 

(nt) Hefod, Dvwv Baoikess, (1); which we may tranſlate 


oper, (5 dies, 
v. 246, Oc, 


Len, deor,v. by warranty of the $824: Pſalm, Jehovah is. the 
886, King of Gods:, Or, .the Lord is God of Gods (s). 


— "*% 12+ King . Solomon ſpeaking concerning the Admi- 
_. viſtration of Juſtice, fays, If thow ſeeſt the oppreſſion 
of the poor, and the violent perverting of judgment 
and juſtice in a province, . marvel not at the matter; 
for be that is higher than. the higheſt regardeth ; and 
ex) Eccl, 5.8. here be hi (2p. they (x): This reacheth not only 
to the. Subocdinate,. but alio to the Supreme, . for 
verily the Lord is God over all, and judgeth in.the 
Earth-: All the Judgments of Men ſhall-be judged 
over again; and God, -who 4s to do this, ſitteth in - 
the Judgment with them. This God. is inviſible, 
but he is preſent: And that Conſideration is moſt 

powerful to perſwade Men to do right 


3. Magiſtrates. mult rake heed what they do, -be- 
cauſe that God,.. who obſerves all the Adminifſtra-. 
tions of Juſtice, is himſelf moſt Juſt : 4 God: of 

| truth 


( 15 ) 
truth and without iniquity, juſt and right is he (y). 
Far ÞBÞ it. from Get he hy wry 7, RP AL/ (J)Deut.32.4 
and from the Almighty,that he ſhould commit iniquity. 
For the works of a man ſhall he render unto him, and | 
- Cauſe every man to find according to hisways(Z). (4) Job 24; 
- The Puniſhment of unjuſt Men- is a. Vindication 29-17 
of the Juſt God, and demonſtrates his Providence 
and his Equity. The Poer repreſents himſelf un- 
certain whether the Iatereſts of Men, and the Af- 
fairs of the World' were gaverned by a Divine 
Providence or bliad Chance : When he conliered 
the Order, Magnificence and Stability, of Nature, 
he inclined to belive Ged-the Author of all things : 
- But when he conſidered the Adverlity- of the 
Righteous, and the Proſperity of the Wick- 
ed, he began to queſtion, it: But when one 
who was exceedingly. wicked, was alſo remark- 
ably ' puniſhed, that Event viodicated the Ho- 
nour of God, and ſettled his: Opi- : 
mon of guar» ar (4). That God FU Bag 7 "MA......— 
is Juſt is manifeſt: from his Nature, {yn 2ufnt pans __ 
and ft his-Dealings : And becauſe. vague Nt. any = 
wicked Men will not fear his Juſtice... j* oe opts crevife For 
they periſh-by it - their Miſeries and | graviere ruaxr. — 
his Vengeance prove the Divine Ju- #2 Rub 1. 1. 
tice ſenſibly to themſelves and o- P 
thers ; and happy they who timely. conſider and: 
repent, ſoas to imitate God, who is the Judge of os 
all che Earth, and does right.: it, £rf 
Did a Subordinate Magiſtrate kaow, that the 
Kzng (whom he repreſents) was a Juſt Man, he 
would not dare, in his Preſence, - to.do an unjuſt - 
A& ; for Injuſtice, with that Circumſtance, would 
be unſpeakable Tn/olence : But for any to do- what 


is unjuſt in the Preſence of God, is greater Profane- 
neſs. 
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+  zeſs. Upon this: Conſideration: it 'is: a piercing 
| Queſtion, Dogeindbed peak Righteouſneſe, © Cov 

gregation ! do ye judge aprightly , "0 ye Sons of 

@ Plal.581« ep (5) ? Thoſe who adminiſter Juſtice for a juſt 

God, muft be ſure to doit juſtly, for God will not 
endure that his Name and his'\Authority. ſhould be 
profaned by Injuftice.  . an” | 


Thus I have ſhewn you what. 4r2aments King 
Fehoſhaphat uſed to perſwade thoſe Subordinate Ma- 
giſtrates, which he placed:in theſeveral Cities, To 
do right; and he did thus admonith and perſwade 
thoſe whom we have: no ground to believe'he ſu- 
fpeCted ; for if he had ſuſpeQted them, is likely 
he would not have made them Magiſtrates. . 

I have hitherto explained the Roye/ Speech of 
Jehoſbaphat to his Subordinate Magiſtrates, and ſo1 

«may ſay, you have heard the Word of « Kzng ; . but 
that is not all, - for the Word you have: heard: is 
greater than that of a King, *ctis the Word of God. 
This Word I ſhall once more repeat, and then pro- 

ceed to Application, Take heed what ye do, for ye 

Judge not for man, but for:the Lord, who is with 
you tn the. judgment. Wherefore. nom let the fear 
of the Lord A upon you, take heed and do it : 
For there is no iniquity with the Lord your God, 
nor reſpet? of perſons, nor taking of Gifts. 


The Application ſhall be Advice to all Publick 
Perſons. | , 


<4 c: Aa — ———_— Pm—=Y "T wy 
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1. To maintain in their Hearts, a .great YVene- 
retionof the Divine Fuſtice: And, 


Ys 


Wi A ( m7,) | 


Il. To-Prsy unto God' to enable them (in 
their Capacities) to. imirere: that Ju- 


iff ; tice. - 


-+ 1, Let all Publitk Perſons maintain in their 
Hearts a great Yeneratzon. of Divine Juſtice. 
Let the Fear of the Lord'be upon you, take heed 
and do it: For there 4s no. iniquity with the \Lord 
_ God, mor- teſpet# of perſons, 'nor taking of ; 
gYMern ont vi fo ilionndl 7 [6.97 100 AE 
Juſtice is 40ing' Right unto. Men: And that 
doing Right is dozng Benefit; and thoſe who do 
it,” are Benefattors:(c).'.: But: asMen are united in (c) Luke 22. 
"Society, 1o the: Perſonal: Rights' of Men are re- 
trenched, that, the Publick Rights: may . be: efta= 
' bliſhed: And every one gains more Advantage 
from Society than he. parts with for: it (4). © Be- (4) ts 
. {OD WF. $ ; quo te 
ſides, Benefit 1s to be conferred, and Right-15 tO ges moreſque 
be done unto one Man,..in-ſuch ſort,” that Bene- fi, 
fit may be.conferred;, atad-; Right: done «to all qua Leſcriptio 
others (e). * Juſtice is therefore . doing Right certaque viven- 
and Kindneſs to all; - and there is'a'great Wif 97 49929 
2a$ + © peoings L- ; er quads gene 
dom neceſſary. for;'the;adjuſting thoſe Rigtits, beareque 
and a great Power:.neceflary:-for the maintain- — 
ing them. bagoi'f] > 21l2 - 30 2 manſbnale 
erm iro CN, Tor 21 30 animornm ©0n- 
ſecuta, &” verecundis ef © Ef-Puoggac us. eſt. vita. munitior, atque ww Lands, G 
am_—, mutandiſque  <onttarious, © commodis, | nulla re egeremus. Tull, 
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tion of his Tuftice is LES fo 1.7 
and W er | pra ary \ATTREs of our Right 


may think) that we either obtain or k 
is commodious, or neceſſary for us : " =_ 
ſhould 


(19) 
ſhould loſe it theough the greater Subtilty and | 
Power of' others, if it were not for God (f). (f)= miles IR-at 
A Man who well conſiders the World, muſt be ** we "208 
convinced of this, and he who is conyinced of _ Hem, 74 oy 
it, muſt adore the Juſtice of God, And may Oy. 3. 4 
every one 10 conſider this, as to be poſſeſſed 5 
with the greateſt Veneration of that Juſtice : Pp 4 
For by ſuch a Perſwaſion a Man ſhall honour IE | fg 
God, and enjoy himſelf; Whereas he who ERA 
aſcribes all 'to- his own Wiſdom and Power, | 1" 
muſt needs be forgetful of God, - and diſordered | þ E 
ia his Mind : And ether be vainly conceited of FIR: 
his-own Abilities, 'or extreamly fearful of others. ip 
Nor can a Maa poſſeſs his Soul long in Tranqui- | : 4 
lity, rhrough the Deluſions of his Pride; Since , MF. 
God in Juſtice may let looſe the Malice of others | RA 
againſt him, and conyiece him' of his Inſuffici- | 01 
ency, by bringing him to Shame. ?Tis-indeed CI) 
through the interpoſing of 'the Juſtice of God, -Þ ; 
| 


(who does Right to.cvety Man) that any Man NL il 
does enjoy what he has a Right to, and moſt ON 
adorable is that Juſtice which maintains Righe Bo IN 
among * Men, where ſo many employ all their wills 

| Power todo Wrong. The Divine Juſtice does 47 ON 
not effeQually hinder all Men, from doing any | WL” 
Wrong : . But it does hinder very much Wrong b. 
which would be doe: And italſo helps them X £7: BK 
to Right who ſuffer Wrong.” This Conſideration 
is apt to create a great Yeneration of God in us, 4s 
and -ought to be-much thought upon. for chat | Fg 
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But as this is a proper Subje& for the Medita- th 


tion of all Men, fo eſpecially for the Meditation (VEN 
of thoſe, who. have any Share 4n the Govers- | Bos 


D 2 vent 
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ent of Men." Such are (in a petuliar Senſe ) 
. the: Miniſters of God: They are the Iftruments 
. that God.ules'/(in' a ſpecial manner) for doing 


.- Right to Men. -: 15 2ads + 43-4 too 
''- . Thoſe whotare Governours, ought to Teve- 
rence Government, as a Divine Expedient, for 
the doing :of | Right: And thoſe who rule over 
others are 't0 look; upon: their Office, as entirely 
for that End. And a Magiſtrate/, who -reve- 
, renceth Juſtice, | as that: for- which God is! adore- 
able, muſt 'needs - count- Juſtice a Daty,- for 
(gz) Omni igitur RETRY ; which 4 is -ruly Hono m_” 
'& retinends Fuſtitia eff,” rum ipſa able (3g ). OY The Honour of Ma- 
per ſe ( nam aliter juſtizia non'' piſtracy ,/ is indeed; - its'{abſervi- 
oe) tm mtr nplainen hey» 0" Juſtice 1 \ Ad fo ve- 
La 2 © . . nerable<is Juſtice; that to mini- 
. +... fterito-it}, "in any degree, is 
honourable. .omanig 0; 0h, privy (7 » 
i. need not- Tayj\That:Puniſpments are not the 
firſt or chief; .much”kſ-the oflyipart of Fu- 
ſice : : For, they''are only' accidentally neceſſary, 
through' the Violations 'of /- Juſtice. ++ Juſtice is 
doing ,, Right and. maintaining” Right * ' ' Tis em- 
ploying Wiſdom and Power fto/ conſtrain thoſe 
co do Right who are unwilling ; and'to- hinder 
them"from'doing Wrong who are diſpoſed to it 
(b) Arift. Po. (as moſt are, through Malice or Partiality) (4). 
1. 6.6.39. Now as no Man can: be any' further Happy or 
Safe than he can enjoy: thoſe Rights that God'has 
given him, ſono Man'can keep thoſe Rights that 
he may enjoy them, without God. To God's 
-juſt Government of the World, and to his eon- 
Nant. interpoſing ,  for- the! Defence of Right, 
| we oweall the Good that we enjoy. © Ag 
- Io is 


(#17) 


© This ſhould cauſe us to megnify God , 
and to account it a moſt important Office, 
that thoſe are put into, who are to govern 
any. part of the- World, under God, and to 
be his Inſtruments to defend the Sacred Rights | 
of Men (z). This is a Contemplation fit for (5)'t 5 x 5 ot: 
all Magiſtrates to entertain themſelves with,  eve- ego", ov- T9 6 
ry Day, in their Retirements : And fo to poſt M50, bal 
7 their, Souls with the greateſt: Veneration sth.1. 5. * fl 
of Juſtice, as the Property and Similitude of 19s 
God. In the juſt Governing of Men there is {0p 
an Image of the Government of God; and by fl 
their Office Governours reſemble God, and are Ds 
ſubordinate to him. So far as their Adminiſtra- FO 
tion of | Government is juſt, *cis doing the Work S4p 
of God : And for this a Magiſtrate ought to Bt; 
Reverence his . Office, and- himſelf, And he EN 
(that being a Magiſtrate) does, for this only, PIR 
reverence his 'Office and' himſelf, will do whar Ee) 
ſhall deſerve and gain Reverence, # e. will 4o 8 Ki 
Rzzht-unto all, according to his Underſtanding Rt 
and Power; and nothing can be more Honorable 68. 
than ſich Juſtice; 'for, this Jaftice is the Glo. T8 
-ry-of God + - and for it, God' is adored ' by the + {8h 
whole World; 7 i 
1I. -Lert Magiſtrates pray daily. unto God , ME 
That (in their'' Places, and according: to- their Wn: 
Offices)” as they rule over Men, © they may be ER 
Faſt., Ruling in the Fear of God: (k). © That _= —_— AR 
'no Surprize or Miſtake; no Paſſion or Parti. A 
ality may hinder- them” ' from doing all | Right to Fouk 
all Men: © +324 ti bid w FIC, =: 
: |  Such- Tt. 
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Such Petitions a Magiſtrate is to add unto 
his daily private Devotions : And as ſuch Pe- 
titions (coming from a Soul, that unfeignedly 
deſires to do right) are a good Sign : So 
( through God's Help) thoſe Prayers will be a 
proper means to enable him to all neceſſary 
Juſtice. For, he who deſires heartily, That he 
may govern for Goa's Glory (z. e. for the good 
of Men) ſhall not be deſtitute of God's Grace. 
But', as God rules for his own Glory ( do- 
ing Good to Men) ſo God will affiſt thoſe who 
beg his Afiſtance, ghat they. may follow his 
Example. SEL 

And what 1 have ſaid here, | as Advice to 
All, who: are Governours, in general; I 
have ſaid to you Two in particular. 

To you, Sir, who are this Day to Leave, and 

to-you, Sir, who are this Day to 74ke the Place 
. of the Chief Magiftrete of this City. 

*You, Sir, that have had Experience of the 
: Venerable Office, of doing Right, in your Ca- 
. pacity, to the Citizens of this City, may at lei- 
{ure recolle& your ſelf; and bleſs God for it, 
when you remember he has given you the Heart 
to do impartial Juſtice : For doing Faftice is a 
' Divine Work. 

And.you, Sir, who do this Day enter upon 
this Office, let not the Day paſs away without 
: earneft : Prazer unto -God, That he would give 

«you a Heart equal to your. Power, of doing im- 

- partial. Juſtice, to your Fellow - Citizens. So 

: ſhall you refle& upon - your Tear, at the End of 

-it, and at the End of your Life, with Satisfa- 

« tion and Joy. _ 
n 


( 23.), 
And. for this Grace of Univerſal Juſtice, let 
let us now pray. : 


Grant, we beſeech thee, Almighty God, That 
the Words which we have heard this Day, with 
our outward Eays, . concerning the Venerable 
Nature and abſolute Neceſſity and great Advan- 
rapes of Fuſtice, may be fo grifted inwardly in \ 
the Flearts of all Men, whoſe Duty it zs to 
do Right, and of all Governours, whoſe Of- © 

' fice it is to maintain Right, That they may 
bring forth in mus all the- proper Fruit of 
JF and Good Living, to the. Flonour and 
Praiſe of thy Name, through Teſus Chrift 
our Lord, Amen. : | 
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